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List of masonry etc falls from buildings into the public realm, 1999-2017
(amended 2008; updates 03/1, 07/11,09/11, 11/12, 01/14, 09/14, 07/15, 12/15, 04/17, 11/17, 12/17, 01/18)
This (incomplete) list gives information and related web sites on incidents since 1999 in which masonry or guttering has fallen into the public realm.  In the UK, these incidents caused at least 11 fatalities, 5 serious injuries, and 16 slight injuries.  

The list excludes incidents in which the building concerned was undergoing works or being demolished.  
Please note that media web sites change – one can perform a search on the site to find the new URL.

Maintain welcomes further information on these incidents, or any others, via our web site at: http://www.maintainourheritage.co.uk/enq.htm
A select list of incidents from other countries, and articles on related subjects is at the end of the UK list. 

	Date
	Place
	Type of Building
	Injuries?
	web site/ Source/ Comment (NB some links get removed after a time)



	1999
	Edinburgh, East Norton Place
	tenement
	no
	Edinburgh News 

	1999
	Congleton, Cheshire
	Town Hall
	no
	http://archive.thisischeshire.co.uk/2000/4/6/223457.html

	2000
	Crewe
	listed Grade II Victorian  market hall
	no
	http://archive.thisischeshire.co.uk/2000/3/10/223944.html

	2000
	Edinburgh
	4-storey bar
	1 dead, 1 seriously injured; 4 slightly
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/811988.stm

	2000
	Carlisle
	Cathedral; arm of St Peter fell off
	no
	http://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/start-date-for-100-000-cathedral-repair-project-1.311462?referrerPath=home/2.1962 

	2000
	Abergavenny
	Town Hall
	no
	http://www.newswales.co.uk/?section=Local%20Government&F=1&id=3322

	2000
	Perth, Scotland
	Ring O’Bells pub
	yes – but number not known
	http://icperthshire.icnetwork.co.uk/perthshireadvertiser/news/tm_objectid=16661948&method=full&siteid=88886&headline=falling-masonry-fear-closes-street-name_page.html#story_continue

	2000 Sept


	Bath, Darlington St
	Georgian terrace
	no
	http://www.maintainourheritage.co.uk/pdf/report.pdf
(see page 26)

	2001
	Hastings, Marlborough Hotel
	Hotel
	no
	http://www.hastings.gov.uk/press_releases/pr010402.aspx

	2001
	Swindon
	Methodist chapel, Rodbourne Rd
	no
	http://archive.wiltshiretimes.co.uk/2002/7/6/183921.html

	2001
	Bargoed, Wales
	not known
	no
	http://archive.thisisgwent.co.uk/2001/5/29/76808.html

	2001 
	Westcliff on Sea, Essex
	hotel
	no
	http://archive.echo-news.co.uk/2002/3/14/165213.html

	2002
	York
	church (All Saints)
	1 dead
	http://archive.thisisyork.co.uk/2002/01/28/291412.html
http://archive.thisisyork.co.uk/2002/1/29/291354.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/nottinghamshire/3960847.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/insideout/eastmidlands/series9/week_six.shtml
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/nottinghamshire/3966607.stm


	2002
	Chippenham 
	Railway viaduct Grade 2
	no
	http://archive.wiltshiretimes.co.uk/2003/7/24/150035.html

	2002 March
	Rugby
	new 2.4m wall , Chapel St
	1 dead
	http://www.rugbyadvertiser.co.uk/news/features/who_s_to_blame_for_tragic_death_1_1479210 

Co-op Store

	2002 9th February
	Selfridges, Duke St, London
	department store. metal rosette fell onto passer-by
	1 dead
	Evening Standard

	2002
	Glasgow, Parnie St
	not known; Council-owned
	1 dead
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/1865433.stm


	2002 Oct 2nd
	Edinburgh, Fountainbridge
	bingo hall
	1 slight
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/low/scotland/2296767.stm

	2002
	Edinburgh, Chambers Street
	Biblos Bar
	no
	http://news.scotsman.com/topics.cfm?tid=461&id=736412006

	2002
	Edinburgh , Gilmore St
	
	no
	http://209.85.135.104/search?q=cache:NDIwtVXTWM4J:edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm%3Fid%3D967892002+%22killed+by+falling+masonry%22+-earthquake&hl=en&gl=uk&ct=clnk&cd=72

	2002
	Edinburgh, 
	National Portrait Gallery
	no
	http://news.scotsman.com/topics.cfm?tid=461&id=736412006

	2002
	Edinburgh, City Chambers
	Town Hall
	no
	http://news.scotsman.com/topics.cfm?tid=461&id=736412006

	2003
	Newcastle, Gray St
	SM pub
	no
	http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/archive/2003/05/19/The+North+East+Archive/7030506.Masonry_fall/

	2003
	Edinburgh, Frederick St
	not known 
	no
	http://news.scotsman.com/topics.cfm?tid=461&id=245192003

	2003
	Rugby
	Boots opticians building. Boots later fined £40k with £27k costs
	1 seriously injured
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_midlands/3073955.stm


http://www.rugbyadvertiser.co.uk/news/features/boots_163_40_000_fine_after_oap_crushed_1_1476122 

	2003
	North Shields
	chimney
	no
	http://archive.thenorthernecho.co.uk/2003/8/11/81235.html

	2003 July
	West Bromwich
	3-storey teerraced
	1 dead (child); 2 injured
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_midlands/3079979.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_midlands/3087073.stm
Coroner later wrote to Environment secretary demanding new laws:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_midlands/3608069.stm 

	2003
	Glasgow, West George St
	listed Grade 2 former Pearl Assurance Building
	no
	http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/print/news/5022349.shtml

	2003
	Brighton
	listed Grade 2 London Road railway viaduct
	no
	http://archive.theargus.co.uk/2003/4/30/135338.html

	2003
	Edinburgh, Marchmont Crescent
	tenement
	no
	http://news.scotsman.com/topics.cfm?tid=461&id=736412006

	2003 (?03/07/03)
	Carnforth, Westmoreland
	not known; chimney fell into street
	1 slightly 
	http://www.thisisthelakedistrict.co.uk/display.var.396140.0.0.php

	2003 

(24/07/03)
	Carnforth, Westmoreland
	Halifax Building Society gutter fell onto passer-by
	1 slightly 
	http://www.thisisthelakedistrict.co.uk/display.var.396140.0.0.php

	2004
	Swansea, Wales
	Palace Theatre
	no
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/south_west/4115977.stm

	2004
	Rugby, market place
	not known
	no
	http://www.rugbyadvertiser.co.uk/news/features/safety_worry_as_masonry_plunges_1_1486608 

	2004
	Helston, Cormwall, Coinagehall St
	not known
	no
	http://db.cornwall.gov.uk/fbnews/info/details.asp?ID=2054

	2004

02/10/04)
	St Peter & St Paul,Northleach, Gloucestershire
	Church
	no
	http://www.northleach.gov.uk/contents/en-uk/d12_Northleach-church-restoration.html#p62

	2005 (08/01/2005)
	Hethersgill, Cumbria
	Barn
	1 dead
	http://www.newsandstar.co.uk/father-died-after-wall-collapse-1.371999?referrerPath=home/2.1962

	2005
	Kirkwall, Orkney
	Town Hall
	No
	http://www.orcadian.co.uk/archive/2005/archive25.html [link broken]

	2005
	Edinburgh, Brunstfield Place
	not known
	no
	http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/topics.cfm?tid=461&id=595452005

	2005
	Edinburgh, Morningside
	Churchill Theatre
	No
	http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/topics.cfm?tid=461&id=311772005

	2005
	Douglas, Isle of Man
	St George’s Court, Hillside St
	no
	http://www.iomonline.co.im/ViewArticle2.aspx?SectionID=870&ArticleID=1124544

	2005
	Devizes
	Town Hall
	no
	http://archive.thisiswiltshire.co.uk/2005/5/12/86924.html

	2005

(23/9/05)
	Dundee, Scotland
	tenement
	no
	http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2005/09/24/newsstory7573850t0.asp

	2006


	
	
	
	

	2006
	Hove, Church Road
	not known; 3-storey
	No
	http://archive.theargus.co.uk/2006/9/27/216602.html

	2006
	Edinburgh, Windsor S
	2-story hotel
	No
	http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/topics.cfm?tid=461&id=1055732006

	2006

26/01
	Edinburgh, 
	not known
	1 slightly
	http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/topics.cfm?tid=461&id=740022006

	2006
	Whitehaven, Cumberland
	not known
	1 slightly 
	http://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/falling-masonry-probe-1.318929?referrerPath=home/2.1962

	2006 

02/02
	Perth, Scotland
	restaurant
	none
	http://icperthshire.icnetwork.co.uk/perthshireadvertiser/news/tm_objectid=16661948&method=full&siteid=88886&headline=falling-masonry-fear-closes-street-name_page.html#story_continue

	2006 (15/07/06)
	North Berwick, Scotland
	not known
	1 slightly 
	http://feeds.scotlandnews.net/?rid=998817&cat=5ba58fd38447f467&f=1

	Oct 2006
	Southwark, London
	Dover Castle Hostel
	1 serious (4-month child)
	http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23877182-london-mother-in-pound-300000-claim-after-falling-window-crushes-baby.do
http://www.london-se1.co.uk/news/view/3429


	2007

	
	
	
	

	01/07
	Wendling Estate in Southampton Road, Gospel Oak Camden, London
	Wall
	1 dead (child, 2 yrs); 1 adult slightly
	http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1353639/Camden-Council-fined-72k-wall-blew-killed-Saurav-Ghai-2.html
wall adjacent to housing estate blown over in 75mph wind.  Camden Council fined £72k with £65k costs

	14/02/07
	Inverness, Old Royal

Guest House, Union St
	
	
	http://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/News/Inches-from-death-2013.htm

	03/01/07 
	Clifton Road, Bristol
	mixed residential/commercial; former Dingles store; owned by Legal & General
	1 serious
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/bristol/7167859.stm


	May 2007
	Govan Road, Glasgow
	Residential; stone balcony fell into street
	None
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6672799.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6677527.stm

	23rd May 2007
	The Mound, Edinburgh
	Church of Scotland Assembly Building
	none
	http://news.scotsman.com/edinburghmasonry/Prince-and-Alex-dodge-masonry.3288445.jp
stone finial fell 65 ft to ground the day before a Royal visit; flag had wrapped itself around it.

	22/07/07
	Inverness

High Street
	Hostel/ shop
	none
	http://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/News/Fallen-masonry-restricts-area-of-Inverness-city-centre-22072011.htm


	19/10/07
	Selfridges, Oxford St, London
	department store
	1 slightly
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/london/7053164.stm 

	2008


	
	
	
	

	27/02/08
	Edinburgh, Princes St
	GAP Store; tile blown off into street 
	none
	http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/topstories/Near-miss-as-tile-.3824992.jp 

	25/10/08
	Aberdeen, Guild St
	not known
	1 slightly injured
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/7690836.stm

	17/05/201
	Melton Mowbray, Nottingham St
	White Lion Pub
	none
	http://www.meltontimes.co.uk/news/falling_masonry_sparks_alert_1_675624 

	23rd May 2008
	Edinburgh, Kings Theatre
	Theatre
	none
	http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/edinburgh/Investigation-after-lump-of-masonry.4117844.jp 

	4th June 2008
	387 High Street, Carters Green, West Bromwich
	Bairstow Eves Estate agency
	1 dead
	http://www.expressandstar.com/latest/2008/06/05/calls-for-high-street-building-checks/
immediate cause was later found to be due to unauthorised DIY works to remove chimneybreast by occupier of flat (who died in the incident). A further collapse occurred at the same premises in November 2008:

http://www.birminghammail.net/news/top-stories/2008/11/11/disruption-as-west-bromwich-building-collapses-97319-22231789/ 

	
	
	
	
	

	2010


	
	
	
	

	26/02/10
	Tollcross, Edinburgh
	Residential
	1 injured
	http://www.scotsman.com/news/man-hit-by-falling-masonry-in-edinburgh-city-centre-1-792733 

	23/04/10
	Brighton, New Steine
	Gerrard’s Hotel
	none
	http://www.theargus.co.uk/news/8117027.Brighton_street_closed_after_falling_masonry/

	2011


	
	
	
	

	28/01/11
	Muswell Hill, London
	Commercial building
	none
	http://www.hornseyjournal.co.uk/news/falling_masonry_narrowly_misses_man_in_muswell_hill_1_788868 

	30t/03/11
	Leighton Buzzard
	Shop
	none 
	http://www.leightonbuzzardonline.co.uk/news/local-news/falling_masonry_narrowly_misses_shoppers_1_2546196 


	11/07/11
	Carlisle
	Shop (Grade 2)
	none
	http://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/falling-masonry-leads-to-closure-of-carlisle-lane-1.857060?referrerPath=home/2.1962 

	2012


	
	
	
	

	20/05/12
	Clifton Triangle, Bristol
	Shop
	none 
	http://www.cliftonpeople.co.uk/Huge-piece-masonry-crashes-pavement-Clifton/story-16135960-detail/story.html 

	11/08/12
	London, Battersea
	Restaurant/Bar
	one dead
	http://www.wandsworthguardian.co.uk/news/9191471.Council_urges_safety_checks_after_man_killed_by_falling_masonry/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/oct/04/man-killed-masonry-restaurant-inquest
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/arsenal-fan-struck-dead-by-falling-masonry-as-he-sat-outside-bar-was-killed-by-accident-coroner-rules-8203880.html

	19/11/2012
	Princes Street, Edinburgh
	Shop; Next store


	none
	https://stv.tv/news/east-central/201382-parts-of-princess-street-closed-after-masonry-falls-from-shop/

	22/11/2012
	Gordon Street, Glasgow
	not known
	none
	https://stv.tv/news/west-central/202111-road-closed-outside-glasgow-central-station-by-falling-masonry/


	2013


	
	
	
	

	22/03/13
	Earl Grey St, Edinburgh
	shop
	none
	http://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/weather-masonry-fall-as-winds-batter-edinburgh-1-2854064 

	2014


	
	
	
	

	08/02/14
	Holmdale Road, West Hampstead,

London
	wall
	none
	http://camdennewjournal.com/article/council-told-pick-bill-west-hampstead-wall-which-collapsed-stormy-weather?sp=1&sq=west%2520hampstead%2520wall 

	14/02/14
	London, Holborn
	Office building
	One dead, 1 serious, 2 slightly injured
	http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-26203510 

http://www.camdennewjournal.com/news/2014/sep/coroner-falling-masonry-death-inquest-warns-radical-changes-are-needed-make-buildings-

	2015

	
	
	
	

	05/12/15
	Shepherd’s Bush, London
	Roof collapse Shop/Residential
	none
	http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-35017021
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/video/2015/dec/09/building-collapses-onto-pavement-in-shepherds-bush-narrowly-missing-pedestrians-video


	2016


	
	
	
	

	26/01/16
	Edinburgh, Nicholson Street


	Chimney fell onto bus
	1 slightly injured
	http://www.theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2016/01/bus-hit-by-falling-masonry/ 

	30/05/2016
	Kirkwall, Scotland: St Magnus Cathedral
	Church
	none
	https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/inverness/932680/falling-masonry-probed-just-days-before-vip-guests-arrive-on-orkney/


	2017

	
	
	
	

	22/02/17
	Wolverhamp-ton
	Part of wooden roof structure blew off Shopping Centre during Storm Doris
	1 dead, 2 slightly injured
	https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/oct/06/absence-of-maintenance-played-role-in-tahnie-martin-storm-doris-death-inquest 

	18/08/17
	Church Street, Liverpool
	Masonry fell from Marks & Spencer Store
	1 slightly injured
	http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/police-shut-marks-spencer-church-13501156 

	17/10/17
	Edinburgh, Nicolson Street
	Object or coating fell from building in hugigh wind
	1 slightly injured
	https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/our-region/edinburgh/two-injured-on-nicolson-street-as-debris-falls-from-roof-1-4646323 

	23/11/17
	Hackney, London
	Bricks fall 33m into street
	None
	https://www.hackneycitizen.co.uk/2017/11/23/broken-masonry-crashes-100-feet-london-fields-council-block/#comment-533389


	15/12/17
	Edinburgh, Balmoral Hotel, Princes St
	Masonry fell from hotel during safety inspection
	1 slightly injured
	http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-east-fife-42365808 

	23/12/17
	Edinburgh, Nicolson Street
	Masonry fell from shop building
	2 slightly injured
	https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/our-region/edinburgh/two-injured-on-nicolson-street-as-debris-falls-from-roof-1-4646323 

	2018

	
	
	
	

	04/01/18
	Epsom, Church Street
	Brick gable of office building detached into street
	2 slightly injured
	http://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/gallery/epsom-church-street-closure-road-14113067 


International

	
	
	
	
	

	1982
	New York
	not known
	1 dead
	http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9C07EEDB1039F93BA3575BC0A964948260&sec=&pagewanted=print

	17/03/89


	Pavia, Italy
	11th-17th century Civic Tower collapsed  without warning
	4 dead
	https://www.upi.com/Archives/1989/03/17/Bell-tower-collapses-in-Italy-killing-four/4396606114000/ 

	1990
	New York, Broadway
	11-storey building
	No
	http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9C0CE4DD1239F930A1575BC0A966958260

	1999

30/12
	Cork, Ireland
	not known
	1 dead, 8 injured; 1 serious
	http://www.rte.ie/news/1999/1230/collapse.html

	2005
	Washington DC
	Supreme Court Building
	none
	http://www.wtop.com/index.php?sid=633006&nid=25

	2006

(08/08/06)
	Ahmedabad, India
	commercial building
	1 dead
	http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=196025

	2007 (29/09/07)
	Venice, Italy
	Ducal Palace
	1 slight injury
	http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2007/oct/01/italy.weather 

	2008 (02/01/08)
	Madrid, Spain
	commercial building
	1 dead
	http://www.thinkspain.com/news-spain/14262/woman-dies-after-being-hit-by-falling-masonry 

	24/03 2011
	Kiev, Ukraine
	Kozatskiy Hotel
	1 dead
	http://photoblog.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/03/24/6333644-ukrainian-man-standing-under-hotel-balcony-is-killed-by-falling-masonry 

	16/07/15
	New York City, USA
	commercial building collapse
	none
	http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/video/2015/jul/15/new-york-building-collapse-video 

	02/02/16
	Spain, Rossellò, Catalonia
	Tower of Church of St Pere collapsed 
	none
	http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3428506/The-bell-tower-300-year-old-church-Sant-Pere-Rossell-Catalonia-collapsed.html


	19/10/17
	Florence, Church of Santa Croce
	Stone fragment fell 20m
	1 dead
	https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/oct/19/tourist-killed-by-falling-masonry-in-famous-florence-church 


	11/11/17
	Bruton, Somerset
	Partial roof collapse of 16th century buidling
	none
	http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-somerset-41960069



Selected Articles & sites

	Year
	Country
	Subject
	Summary
	Web site


	2003
	USA
	Façade inspection laws
	“Masonry falls off a building facade somewhere in the United States about every three weeks. Over the past few years in the United States, at least 49 such masonry failures have killed 30 persons and injured 81.”
	http://www.astm.org/SNEWS/AUGUST_2003/peterd_aug03.html

	2003
	UK
	Façade safety
	SCOSS (Standing Committee on Structural Safety) calls for action on regular inspection of facades
	www.scoss.org.uk/publications/rtf/AssessmentAndInspections2.doc

	2004
	Scotland
	Façade Safety
	Edinburgh City Council reports on measures taken since fatality in 2000
	http://cpol.edinburgh.gov.uk/getdoc_ext.asp?DocID=53311

	2005
	Scotland 
	Scottish Borders Council, Scotland
	survey finds that 70% of buildings over 100 years old require urgent work
	http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/life/planningandbuilding/publicsafety/buildingconditionssurvey/


http://www.berwickshiretoday.co.uk/ViewArticle2.aspx?sectionid=972&articleid=1124469

	2005
	Scotland
	Falling Masonry – causes
	Scottish RICS
	http://www.rics.org/NR/rdonlyres/5F83BB3A-FCFB-40F6-B4F9-7289EC35D88D/0/FallingMasonryCauses.pdf


	2006
	Scotland
	Falling masonry
	The Scottish Building Standards Agency extended the SCOTCROSS scheme, which recorded falls of materials from buildings and near misses, for a second year.  420 reports received in the first 10 months. Most involve buildings around 100 or more years old and relate to problems with masonry and roofing. Two passers by have been reportedly struck by falling objects - fortunately their injuries were slight, and there have been several near misses.

Discussions are under way to consider reporting from some Local Authorities in England 
	http://www.sbsa.gov.uk/research/summ_scotcross.htm
http://www.scoss.org.uk/cross/pdf/Newsletter_No_3.pdf


	2006
	UK
	BRE
	“Building Façade Maintenance – legal liability & damage limitation”
	http://www.bre.co.uk/pdf/facademaintenance.pdf

	2006
	USA New York
	Façade inspection law
	Local Law 11/98 requiring cyclical inspection of all facades 6 stories or more
	http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/locallaw_1998_package.pdf

	
	Boston, Chicago, Columbus, Detroit, Milwaukee, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and St. Louis
	Facade inspection laws
	These cities all have similar legislation to that of New York
	http://www.facadeordinance.com/

	
	
	
	
	http://www.tpsconsult.co.uk/media/182693/schal_masonry_fall_list.pdf

	2012
	Edinburgh
	Overview
	
	http://www.deadlinenews.co.uk/2012/07/25/capitals-buildings-are-literally-falling-to-bits/ 


